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111th Japan Library Conference
Script for the video from Leslie Weir, President of the International Federation of Library
Associations and institutions (IFLA) and Librarian and Archivist of Canada

Hello, bonjour, anaii

| am Leslie Weir, President of the International Federation of Library Associations and institutions
(IFLA) and I am also the Librarian and Archivist of Canada.

Warm greetings to all those attending the Japan Library Association (JLA) 111th Japan Library
Conference in Ehime Prefecture on October 30-31, 2025.

The past 111 years have seen radical changes in libraries and their roles in society and today’s
world brings even more change with the advent of artificial intelligence.

With this conference, the Japan Library Association creates an incredible opportunity for library
professionals from all over the world to gather together, to learn, to network and to share the
future opportunities and challenges that face libraries of the world today.

Japanese libraries are known throughout the world for their high-quality services and their
engagement with their communities.

At IFLA we believe that Libraries are stronger when they work together regionally, nationally and
internationally. With the current geo-political situation, it is the right moment for libraries to be
stronger, bolder, together.

| wish you all a dynamic, energizing and fruitful conference over the next two days.

And | hope to have the opportunity to see many of you at the IFLA World Library and Information
Congress in 2026 in Busan!

Now let’s all be bold!

Thank you, merci, megweetch



